An#racism Resources

For Small Groups:
Alexander, Michelle. The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarcera4on in the Age of Colorblindness. New York:
The New Press. 2020.
This book has been cited in judicial decisions and helped inspire the crea4on of the Marshall
Project and the new $100 million Art for Jus4ce Fund; it has been the winner of numerous
prizes, including the pres4gious NAACP Image Award. Most important of all, it has spawned a
whole genera4on of criminal jus4ce reform ac4vists and organiza4ons mo4vated by Michelle
Alexander’s unforgeLable argument that “we have not ended racial caste in America; we have
merely redesigned it.” As the Birmingham News proclaimed, it is “undoubtedly the most
important book published in this century about the U.S.
DiAngelo, Robin. White Fragility: Why It's So Hard for White People to Talk About Racism. Boston:
Beacon Press. 2018.
The New York Times best-selling book exploring the counterproduc4ve reac4ons white people
have when their assump4ons about race are challenged, and how these reac4ons maintain racial
inequality.
Harvey, Jennifer. Raising White Kids: Bringing Up Children in a Racially Unjust America. Nashville :
Abingdon Press. 2019.
Raising White Kids oﬀers age-appropriate insights for teaching children how to address racism
when they encounter it and tackles tough ques4ons about how to help white kids be mindful of
racial rela4ons while understanding their own iden4ty and the role they can play for jus4ce.
Irving, Debby. Waking Up White, and Finding Myself in the Story of Race. Cambridge: Elephant Room
Press, 2014.
Waking Up White opens a rare window on how white Americans are socialized. Irving's focus on
the mechanics of racism opera4ng in just one life -- her own -- may lead white readers to
reconsider the roots of their own perspec4ves -- and their role in dismantling old myths.
Kendi, Ibram X. How to Be an An4racist. New York: Random House. 2019.
Kendi takes readers through a widening circle of an4racist ideas—from the most basic concepts
to visionary possibili4es—that will help readers see all forms of racism clearly, understand their
poisonous consequences, and work to oppose them in our systems and in ourselves.
Oluo, Ijeoma. So You Want to Talk About Race. New York: Seal Press. 2019.
Oluo does more than deliver tough, blunt truths about the reali4es of racism, power and
oppression. She also, in bracing fashion, oﬀers a vision of hope; a message that through dialogue
and struggle, we can emancipate ourselves from what she calls 'the na4on's oldest pyramid
scheme: white supremacy.' That is why I don't think this is merely one of the most important
books of the last decade. It is also one of the most op4mis4c.
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For Individual Reading:
Brown, Aus#n Channing. I'm S4ll Here: Black Dignity in a World Made for Whiteness. New York: Crown
Publishing. 2018.
From a leading voice on racial jus4ce, an eye-opening account of growing up Black, Chris4an,
and female that exposes how white America’s love aﬀair with “diversity” so o[en falls short of
its ideals.
Coates, Ta-Nehisi. Between the World and Me. New York: Spiegel & Grau. 2015.
In a series of essays, wriLen as a leLer to his son, Coates confronts the no4on of race in America
and how it has shaped American history, many 4mes at the cost of black bodies and lives.
Though\ully exploring personal and historical events, from his 4me at Howard University to the
Civil War, the author poignantly asks and aLempts to answer diﬃcult ques4ons that plague
modern society.
Duncan, Lenny. Dear Church: A Love LeQer from a Black Preacher to the Whitest Denomina4on in the
US. Minneapolis: Fortress Press. 2019.
Formerly incarcerated, Lenny Duncan is now a black preacher in the whitest denomina4on in the
United States: the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA). Shi[ing demographics and
shrinking congrega4ons make all the headlines, but Duncan sees something else at work-drawing a direct line between the church's lack of diversity and the church's lack of vitality.
Griﬃn, G. S. Racism in Kansas City: A Short History. Traverse City: Mission Point Press. 2015.
Kansas Ci4ans, like so many others across the na4on, wonder, “Could it happen here?” The
answer lies in this study of Kansas City’s darkest moments—slavery, the border war, the Civil
War, bombings of black homes, lynchings, the segrega4on of neighborhoods and schools, the
civil rights struggle, the Black Panther movement, the 1968 race riot, assassina4ons in the 1970s,
the infamous Missouri v. Jenkins U.S. Supreme Court case, and the racial inequi4es that s4ll
plague Kansas City today. Threaded throughout Racism in Kansas City are stories of those who
fought ardently against racist policies...and won.
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